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CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
PORTERVILLE CITY COUNCIL AND 

LIBRARY AND LITERACY COMMISSION JOINT MEETING 
CITY HALL, 291 N. MAIN STREET

PORTERVILLE, CALIFORNIA
JANUARY 14, 2020, 5:30 PM

Call to Order at 5:30 p.m.
Roll Call: Council Member Gurrola, Council Member Peñaloza, Vice Mayor Monte Reyes, Mayor 
Martha A. Flores 

Commissioner Kim Baumgardner, Commissioner Esther Figueroa, Commissioner Catherine May, 
Commissioner Leslie Pelon, Commissioner Susan Uptain, Vice-Chair Patience Christenson, 
Chair Edith LaVonne

Absent: Council Member Stowe.

Pledge of Allegiance Led by Vice Mayor Reyes
Invocation - a moment of silence was observed.

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 
None.

JOINT MEETING SCHEDULED MATTERS 
1. CONSIDERATION OF PLANNING FOR NEW COMMUNITY LIBRARY FACILITY

The Library and Literacy Commission began the meeting by giving a self-introduction to 
the Council on the history of how the Commission was created and the purpose of the 
Commission which was to develop a plan on to develop a library that can accommodate the 
growth and needs of the City of Porterville. 

City Librarian Vikki Cervantes introduced Gilbert Bareng, partner and principle architect of 
Mangini Associates, to the City Council and the Library Commission. 

Mr. Bareng gave an introduction on the Internnect Process and Program. Mr. Bareng noted 
that the project was created as a student internship program to give students an opportunity 
to give back to the community and for students to participate with businesses to get real 
world experience. He stated last year in 2019 there were five intern teams that participated 
in the program to establish what a new public library would look like and how it would 
benefit the community. 

Commissioner Chair Edith LaVonne began her report/ presentation and gave statistical 
information with regard to attendance, programs, and outreach since the year of 2009. She 
also stated on how long the current library facility has been in use by the city for library 
services, along with the additions that have since been added as well.  Commissioner Chair 
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stated that it was important to seek professional service was a next step in the future library 
planning and process and wants to get this task programmed and into the budget. 

The Council and Commission discussed the Commission’s request that asked for the support 
of the City Council, with the help of the City Attorney to establish a library foundation 
within the next fiscal year; and the needing of a current needs assessment to apply for future 
funding by the use of Grant, if available. The Council expressed that one of the needs of a 
foundation is having a separate board and having high contributing members to help 
promote and seek out funding for the foundation.  

The Council and Commission considered the possibilities of either renovating the existing 
library or the possibility of building a new library. The Council expressed their support in 
renovating the existing library building as costs in creating a new library would be in the 
high millions; authorization of an implementation of a foundation; and update the current 
needs assessment.

ADJOURNMENT
             The City Council and Library and Literacy Commission adjourned at 7:58 p.m. to the 
meetings of January 21, 2020, and February 11, 2020, respectively. 

Fernando Gabriel-Moraga, Deputy City Clerk

SEAL

Martha A. Flores, Mayor


